November 10, 2006

Theodore S. Chapin

President and Executive Director

The Rodgers and Hammerstein Organization

1065 Avenue of the Americas Suite 2400

New York, NY

Dear Rodgers and Hammerstein Organization,

       I recently read your press release The Rodgers and Hammerstein Organization and Realtime Music Solutions Announce New Products To Enhance Live music Performance of Classic Musicals.  As a professional musician who has performed many of these musicals over the past thirty-five years of my career I found this title quite the paradox. The paradox comes with your use of the word enhance. I have performed for three musicals recently which utilized three different virtual orchestra machines including the Sinfonia and the Most. Each of these machines did nothing but distort instrumental sounds or simply break down leaving only the barest instrumentation to play a full score. The timeless orchestrations of Robert Russell Bennett are as much a part of Rodgers and Hammerstein musicals as the songs themselves. Providing cheesy accompaniments cheats the artist singing to them as well as the audience and the production itself.

     In reference to your comment “The simple fact is that a 25+ piece orchestra is not always available today” is only do to fact no one will call them. Today there is an ample supply of qualified and able musicians willing to perform the classic musicals of Rodgers and Hammerstein. If we as a society continue to allow cheap electronic gadgets to replace true artistry your comment may become reality in the future.

    I sincerely hope that as an artistic force in our society that your organization will reconsider using machines to replace our performing artists.

                                                                                                 Sincerely,

                                                                                                 George Troia

                                                                                                 National Vice President

                                                                                                 Detroit Chapter President,

                                                                                                 Theater Musicians Assn.

                                                                                                 Executive Board Member

                                                                                                 Detroit Federation of Musicians,

                                                                                                 Local 5 

